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Kalamazoo County Republican Party 
1911 W Centre Ave A, Portage, MI 49024 

 

February 27, 2023 
 
To:  Kristina Karamo, MiGOP Chairwoman 
 
From: Kelly Sackett, KGOP Chairwoman 
 
Given your whole-hearted adherence to the concept of election integrity, I hereby request as the 
Chairwoman of the KGOP that you, as Chairwoman of MIGOP, conduct a review and 
investigation of the events of Friday, February 17, 2023 in Lansing, Michigan pertaining to the 
Caucus of the 4th Congressional District. 
 
Prior to the convention, the Chairs of the six (6) county committees in the District met and 
unanimously agreed to rules governing the procedures to be used at the District Caucus. These 
rules (attached herewith) were published and promulgated to all district delegates before the 
Convention. 
 
On the night of the Caucus, a motion was made and was passed to set aside Rule #9, as 
applied to Kalamazoo County only. The ultimate effect of this change was to enable ALL of the 
delegates in the District to cast a vote for Kalamazoo nominees. Kalamazoo delegates were not 
allowed to caucus and distinctly select their nominees. 
 
Having also voted for their own county's nominees, delegates from the other five counties; 
Berrien, Calhoun, Cass, Ottawa and Van Buren were essentially allowed two votes for the slate of 
nominees. Kalamazoo delegates had only one vote. 
 
I believe this process was a clear violation of the Equal Protection clause of the U.S. 
Constitution and the civil rights of the Kalamazoo delegates and delegation. 
 
In addition, some of the votes taken that were supposed to be by ballot were not, voice votes 
may have been miscalled by the Chair, and calls for division may have been ignored. 
 
To remedy this situation, the following relief is sought: 
 

1.  The Officers and Executive Committee members of the 4th District should be temporarily 
removed from office and be restrained from conducting any business in the name of the 
District until you have completed your work of investigation and have chosen a course of 
action. 

 
2.  Should you concur that the Caucus was held improperly, our county caucus should  

be reconvened to hold a legitimate election and replace those positions with whomever 
 is elected. 

 
3.  In the event it is discovered that any person(s) are found to have been engaged or 

involved in any form of conspiracy to deprive delegates of their Constitutional rights, and 
to the extent that involvement amounts to a violation of any U.S. or State of Michigan 
code, those individuals will be referred to the appropriate legal or law enforcement entity. 

 
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. I look forward to hearing from you. 

 
 
Kelly Sackett, Chair 
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KAZOONEWS

Three Kalamazoo Executive Committee
Members And One Ex-Officio Member
Censured For Actions At District Caucus.

By Kelly Sackett

  MAR 1, 2023

PRESS RELEASE:

The Kalamazoo County Executive Committee met on March 1st at 7:00 for a special meeting that was called by the

Chair. A special meeting was called due to events that took place at the district caucus in Lansing on February

17th, 2023 that involved precinct delegates from Kalamazoo County.

Before the meeting was called to order the police had to be called to remove an individual who was not on the

executive committee and refused to leave. Around 7:30 a Portage police officer arrived on scene and after a

dispute the individual was escorted out of the KGOP office. 

At the Executive Committee meeting three individuals(Harris, Pero, Bennett), and one ex-officio (Pritchett-Evans)

were “censured” and had their “KGOP Membership” revoked. They were also refunded their membership dues.

“Further actions are forthcoming”, stated Chairwoman Kelly Sackett after the meeting.

KGOP Chairwoman Kelly Sackett said, “We need to ensure all delegates have a voice and they deserve to be

heard and that the credibility of the KGOP has been diminished and discredited, we won’t let this

disenfranchisement of our delegates go un-answered, even if the MiGOP Chair does nothing.” 

The reason stated for these necessary actions to protect the organization, were these individuals were actively

working against the interest of the KGOP organization, and its members and delegates.

When asked what Chair Sackett meant by further actions she replied, “We are done playing games with delegates

who think winning a seat by disenfranchising our voters is the end game (see previous press release), they just

don’t understand. We need to come together as a fierce protector of individuals rights, and win back the hearts and

minds of all like minded voters. We are Republicans, we represent the individual spirit in everyone, and we need to

change the hearts and minds of the disillusioned and disheartened Independents and educate them on

conservative principles. We need to embrace Liberty again.”

The individuals who had their membership revoked, censured, and payment refunded/or will be refunded through

the mail.  
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Kim Harris 

Veronica Pero 

William Bennett 

Sabrina Pritchett-Evans

The KGOP looks forward to moving forward with a clear and precise message to bring to the people of Kalamazoo

to defeat Democrats in 2024.

for more information or to contact us visit https://kgop.org





STATEMENT OF KALAMAZOO COUNTY CHAIR, KELLY SACKETT 

 

We are here tonight because our delegates voices were disenfranchised on Friday, February 17th 
during our District Caucus. We need to ensure that all delegates have a voice and they deserve to 
be heard! Some of you participated in events that stole their voices and their vote. The credibility 
and the integrity of the Kalamazoo GOP has been diminished and discredited. A substantial 
number of delegates and alternates have reached out to me since that night to express their shock 
and dismay. More than two-thirds of the KGOP Executive Committee expressed their shock and 
outrage. The whole nights events were perpetuated on a lie that was told about me and a vote that 
was taken at the KGOP. William Bennett stood on the stage and announced to the whole room that 
they wanted Rule 9 removed because they didn’t feel that a vote within our own caucus would be 
fair since I broke the law and illegally filled 3 statutory seats on our Executive Committee on 
February 13th. There were many people in the room who said that KGOP EC business was not 
germaine to the motion and that matter had nothing to do with our D4 caucus. One of those 
individuals is the Calhoun County Prosecutor and he said that this should not involve the caucus 
as a court had not determined that there was a constitutional violation, nor was the court or any 
other finding that there were any rules violations and our body was not in a position to set aside 
something done in Kalamazoo County. He also stated that other counties do not have the right or 
the ability to pick our nominations based on what was presented. He then said they were out of 
line to bring such a motion because no court had made a finding of a rules violation or 
constitutional violation. The caucus did no investigation to determine if there was a violation they 
could deal with and they never claimed that I violated a rule or form of procedure. Bill claimed it 
was a constitutional violation. You can’t just on a whim, make your own finding as an individual 
or a group that there’s a constitutional violation requiring changes. Even if there is a violation of 
a rule or procedure drafted by a political party, it is not a state action and not a constitutional issue 
unless there is a law that makes it one. William Bennett violated my due process and slandered me 
and other members of the Kalamazoo GOP Executive Committee, which is not acceptable. 
Veronica Pero also stood up and basically echoed the same message that William Bennett did. 
There were many people who were involved in the apparent “coup de etat.” They had this 
preplanned and were even overheard later that night saying, “It was a long night, but our strategy 
worked perfectly.” I know these individuals say that they did nothing wrong, but they 
circumvented the rules and likely violated the equal protection clause which ensures the principle 
of one person, one vote and stripped our delegates ability to choose their own county 
representation. Their strategy as it played out, ensured that Ottawa would pick our Kalamazoo 
County district and state representatives. Thus they stole our votes. The individuals who took part 
in this activity are William Bennett, Kim Harris, Veronica Pero, Sabrina Pritchett-Evans, Christine 
Augustine, and Sandra VanderLugt. We are censuring William, Kim and Veronica tonight and 
also revoking their Kalamazoo GOP membership with the organization. 





 
 

WHAT HAPPENED? 

 

On February 17th the KGOP Delegation of 39 delegates and 39 alternates traveled to the 
Lansing Center to participate in the MIGOP State Convention. On that Friday night the 4th 
congressional district met in conference room #7 to elect the District Chair, Vice Chair, 
Secretary, and Treasurer, as well as each County’s State and District representatives.  

The rules had previously been unanimously agreed upon and adopted by the six County chairs.  
Each County would have time to caucus and elect their nominees, if they hadn’t done so at the 
time of the Convention, this time would take place after the election of the District Officers.  The 
County’s also had agreed (Rule #6) to number of State and District County seats were allocated 
per unanimous agreement.  

 

Rule #9 of the 4th Congressional District established this process for each County to caucus and 
select their nominees as follows: 

9. Nomination Process for State (6) and District (15) Committee openings. 

 
Each County will caucus and its voting delegates shall elect the nominees for each State & 
District position assigned to said county, as available (per schedule – section 5). 

County chairs will announce their nominees to the District delegation at large. The District 
delegation shall accept as final, each counties nominees. 

If a County does not fill all of their allotted nominees for State and or District seats, those empty 
seats (lacking a county nominated representative) shall be filled by the District Delegation. 

This rule ensured that individual County’s got to choose and elect their own representatives to 
the number of allotted seats for their County. This rule was later modified to take out the 
following sentence, “The District delegation shall accept as final, each counties nominees.”  

Within minutes of the meeting being called to order at 7pm, a delegate from Kalamazoo County 
proposed a motion to set aside rule #9 and exclude Kalamazoo County from this process. The 
motion was seconded by another delegate from Kalamazoo County. The rule change would 
allow the entire district, which included 5 other County’s, to vote on the Kalamazoo County 
seats.  

The rule change silenced the voices and diluted the votes of the duly elected Kalamazoo County 
Delegation. Instead of the 39 Kalamazoo County delegates choosing and electing their own 
representatives to the 4th District, 135 delegates from other counties were able to vote on 
Kalamazoo County seats.  

 



 
 
 

All of the other counties in the district got to choose who their own representatives to the District 
Executive Committee and State Committee would be…except Kalamazoo County.  

 

WHAT ARE WE DOING? 

 

The KGOP organization is committed to protecting its members and stakeholders from 
nefarious actions and actors. Due to what happened at the District Caucus, the KGOP Chair 
called a special closed executive committee meeting on March 1st, 2023.                                         
At the meeting, the individuals that orchestrated and perpetrated the actions that took place at 
the District Caucus were censured, their KGOP membership revoked, and their dues refunded.  

We take seriously the many complaints which were brought forth after the Convention.  As the 
leader of the KGOP it is my duty to insure that the overall safety and health of the organization 
and its members it protected, as such there will be appropriate measures taken to protect our 
organization and its members. 

 

WHERE ARE WE HEADING? 

 

As an organization we are committed to protecting our members interest and creating a positive 
environment moving forward.  The KGOP will be laser focused on spreading the Republican 
platform and message to the citizens of Kalamazoo County.  

The KGOP has 21 working groups and committees made up of delegates and members who 
are actively working to better the organization and help make a stronger and growing 
Republican Party in Kalamazoo. We plan to move forward, growing the party and work 
vigorously this Fall to assist candidates in the Fall Municipal Elections.   

Additionally, the KGOP delegate training committee is ready to prepare our delegates for the 
upcoming election and for the Presidential cycle in 2024.  We will be hosting monthly delegate 
meetings for training and bringing forth speakers who will make Kalamazoo County the model of 
the State, with our new delegate data tools and walk apps.  Designed by delegates for 
delegates.   

One final thing, we would like everyone to  welcome Karen Williams, who has been appointed 
as the Chair of the KGOP Precinct Delegate Committee. 

 

Most Grateful to Serve, 

 

Kelly Sackett 



 
 
 

 





 
 

Kalamazoo County Republican Party  
 Resolution to Censure William Bennett 

 

Whereas, on February 17, 2023, KGOP Executive Committee member, William 

Bennett, stood on stage before the MIGOP Convention – District 4 and falsely 

stated the KGOP Executive Committee took an illegal vote on February 13, 2023, 

 
Whereas, on February 17, 2023, KGOP Executive Committee member William 

Bennett, based on his false statement put forth a hostile motion to set aside Rule 9 

for Kalamazoo County delegates and allow all 4th District counties to vote on and 

select Kalamazoo County delegate nominees, 

 
Whereas, against the interest of Kalamazoo County voters, William Bennett voted 

yes on setting aside Rule 9 and for all 4th District counties to vote on and select 

Kalamazoo County delegates, 

 
Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 blocked Kalamazoo County delegates from 

exercising their right to caucus, nominate, and select its nominees in the same 

manner as all other counties, 

 
Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 greatly reduced the voting power of Kalamazoo 

County delegates,  

 
Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 took away the right of Kalamazoo County delegates 

to select its nominees in the manner as previously agreed with other counties, 

 

  



 
 

Whereas, with the support of William Bennett, setting aside Rule 9 was passed by 

District 4, 

 
Whereas, we believe William Bennett’s false statement, support to set aside Rule 

9 for Kalamazoo County delegates, and vote are a betrayal of his KGOP Executive 

Committee oath and the core values of the KGOP. We believe his false statement, 

support to set aside Rule 9 for Kalamazoo County delegates, and vote were against 

the interest of voters in Kalamazoo County. 

 
Now may it be resolved, that the Kalamazoo County Republican Party, hereby 

censures William Bennett and condemns his false statement, his support to 

diminish the voting power of Kalamazoo County delegates, and his vote against 

the interest of voters in Kalamazoo County. 

 

March 1, 2023 



 
 

Kalamazoo County Republican Party  
Resolution to Censure Kim Harris 

 

Whereas, on February 17, 2023, KGOP Executive Committee member, Kim 

Harris, at the MIGOP Convention – District 4 falsely stated the KGOP Executive 

Committee took an illegal vote on February 13, 2023, 

 
Whereas, on February 17, 2023, KGOP Executive Committee member Kim 

Harris, against the interest of Kalamazoo County voters, voiced her support of a 

hostile motion to set aside Rule 9 for Kalamazoo County delegates and to allow all 

4th District counties to vote on and select Kalamazoo County delegate nominees, 

 
Whereas, against the interest of Kalamazoo County voters, Kim Harris voted yes 

on setting aside Rule 9 and for all 4th District counties to vote on and select 

Kalamazoo County delegates, 

 
Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 blocked Kalamazoo County delegates from 

exercising their right to caucus, nominate, and select its nominees in the same 

manner as all other counties, 

 
Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 greatly reduced the voting power of Kalamazoo 

County delegates,  

 
Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 took away the right of Kalamazoo County delegates 

to select its nominees in the manner as previously agreed with other counties, 

 



 
 
 

Whereas, with the support of Kim Harris, setting aside Rule 9 was passed by 

District 4, 

 
Whereas, we believe Kim Harris’ false statement, support to set aside Rule 9 for 

Kalamazoo County, and vote are a betrayal of her KGOP Executive Committee 

oath and the core values of the KGOP. We believe her false statement, support to 

set aside Rule 9 for Kalamazoo County delegates, and her vote were against the 

interest of voters in Kalamazoo County. 

 
Now may it be resolved, that the Kalamazoo County Republican Party, hereby 

censures Kim Harris and condemns her false statement, her support to diminish the 

voting power of Kalamazoo County delegates, and her vote against the interest of 

voters in Kalamazoo County. 

 

March 1, 2023 



 
 

Kalamazoo County Republican Party  
Resolution to Censure Veronica Pero 

 

Whereas, on February 17, 2023, KGOP Executive Committee member, Veronica 

Pero, stood before the MIGOP Convention – District 4 and falsely stated the 

KGOP Executive Committee took an illegal vote on February 13, 2023, 

 
Whereas, on February 17, 2023, KGOP Executive Committee member, Veronica 

Pero, based on her false statement put forth a hostile amendment for a hostile 

motion to set aside Rule 9 for Kalamazoo County delegates and allow all 4th 

District counties to vote on and select Kalamazoo County delegate nominees, 

 
Whereas, against the interest of Kalamazoo County voters, Veronica Pero voted 

yes on setting aside Rule 9 and for all 4th District counties to vote on and select 

Kalamazoo County delegates, 

 
Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 blocked Kalamazoo County delegates from 

exercising their right to caucus, nominate, and select its nominees in the same 

manner as all other counties, 

 
Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 greatly reduced the voting power of Kalamazoo 

County delegates,  

 
Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 took away the right of Kalamazoo County delegates 

to select its nominees in the manner as previously agreed with all other counties, 

 
  



 
 
Whereas, with the support of Veronica Pero, setting aside Rule 9 was passed by 

District 4, 

 
Whereas, we believe Veronica Pero’s false statement, hostile amendment, and 

vote are a betrayal of her KGOP Executive Committee oath and the core values of 

the KGOP. We believe her false statement and vote were against the interest of 

voters in Kalamazoo County. 

 
Now may it be resolved, that the Kalamazoo County Republican Party, hereby 

censures Veronica Pero and condemns her false statement, hostile amendment, her 

support to diminish the voting power of Kalamazoo County delegates and vote 

against the interest of voters in Kalamazoo County. 

 

March 1, 2023 



 
 

Kalamazoo County Republican Party  
Resolution to Censure Sabrina Pritchett-Evans 

 

Whereas, on February 17, 2023, KGOP member, Sabrina Pritchett-Evans, stood 

before the MIGOP Convention – District 4 and falsely stated the KGOP Executive 

Committee took an illegal vote on February 13, 2023, 

 
Whereas, on February 17, 2023, KGOP member, Sabrina Pritchett-Evans, based 

on her false statement put forth a hostile amendment for a hostile motion to set 

aside Rule 9 for Kalamazoo County delegates and allow all 4th District counties to 

vote on and select Kalamazoo County delegate nominees, 

 
Whereas, against the interest of Kalamazoo County voters, Sabrina Pritchett-

Evans voted yes on setting aside Rule 9 and for all 4th District counties to vote on 

and select Kalamazoo County delegates, 

 
Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 blocked Kalamazoo County delegates from 

exercising their right to caucus, nominate, and select its nominees in the same 

manner as all other counties, 

 
Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 greatly reduced the voting power of Kalamazoo 

County delegates,  

 
Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 took away the right of Kalamazoo County delegates 

to select its nominees in the manner as previously agreed with all other counties, 

 
  



 
 
Whereas, with the support of Sabrina Pritchett-Evans, setting aside Rule 9 was 

passed by District 4, 

 
Whereas, we believe Sabrina Pritchett-Evans’s false statement, hostile 

amendment, and vote are a betrayal of her fellow delegates and the core values of 

the KGOP. We believe her false statement and vote were against the interest of 

voters in Kalamazoo County. 

 
Now may it be resolved, that the Kalamazoo County Republican Party, hereby 

censures Sabrina Pritchett-Evans and condemns her false statement, hostile 

amendment, her support to diminish the voting power of Kalamazoo County 

delegates and vote against the interest of voters in Kalamazoo County. 

 

March 1, 2023 
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