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Michigan GOP lawyer: 'Crazy’ to allow non-
Christian voices in 'marketplace of ideas'

Craig Mauger
The Detroit News
Published 6:20 p.m. ET May 9, 2023 | Updated 6:26 p.m. ET May 9, 2023

Lansing — Daniel Hartman, the Michigan Republican Party's new lawyer, said during a recent
interview that it was "crazy" Christians allowed non-Christian voices "into the marketplace of
ideas," according to a video posted online last week.

Hartman made the remark during an appearance on "The Inside Track," an online show hosted
by Mark Forton, chairman of Macomb County Republican Party, and Lisa Mankiewicz, Forton's
vice chairwoman. The self-described conservative online magazine Blue Water Healthy Living
released the interview.

About 50 minutes into the discussion, Mankiewicz said the Michigan Republican Party had
places for people who love the country and "love the Lord." The party was "much more diverse"
than the way it was portrayed, she said.

"It’s crazy, as Christians, that we’ve allowed any other voice but a Christian voice into the
marketplace of ideas," Hartman said moments later. "If they did to other faiths what they’ve
done to the Christian faith, they would go crazy."

Hartman is a lawyer from Petoskey. He represented Kristina Karamo, the new Michigan
Republican Party chairwoman, in an unsuccessful election lawsuit in 2022 that aimed to require
residents of Detroit, the state's largest city and a Democratic stronghold, to vote in person or
obtain their ballots in person at the clerk's office.

On Tuesday afternoon, Wayne County Circuit Court Judge Timothy Kenny held a hearing on
potentially sanctioning the individuals who brought the case, including Hartman.

In February, Michigan Republicans elected Karamo the leader of the state GOP. Karamo then
apparently selected Hartman to be the party's lawyer. He was described as the "in-house
counsel" for the party by Mankiewicz during the interview.



Hartman and a spokesman for the Michigan Republican Party didn't respond to multiple
requests for comment this week.

Self-identified Christians make up 63% of the adult population in the U.S., according to a 2021
report from the Pew Research Center.

In response to the video of Hartman's remarks, Michigan Democrats accused him of pushing
harmful rhetoric.

Andrew Feldman, spokesman for the Michigan Democratic Party, noted the state GOP drew
opposition in March after trying to connect Democrat-backed gun proposals to the Holocaust.

At that time, the Michigan GOP shared a meme on social media that said, "Before they collected
all these wedding rings ... They collected all the guns." The text was displayed on a 1945
photograph of wedding rings that were taken by Germans from Holocaust victims, according to
the U.S. National Archives.

Karamo defended the posts, saying it wasn't wrong to point to history.

"While we don’t expect more from them, we also cannot turn a blind eye to this kind of hateful
speech," Feldman said of Hartman's remarks. "Make no mistake, every time we hear it, we will
be here to call them out.”

Michigan Sen. Jeremy Moss, D-Southfield, who is Jewish, labeled Hartman's comment
"stunning."

Moss said the statement went against the Michigan and U.S. constitutions. The Michigan
Constitution specifically says that the civil and political rights of a person cannot be "diminished
or enlarged on account of his religious belief."

The Republican Party should be attempting to add voters instead of making remarks that
demonize minority religions, Moss said.

"It just demonstrates how irrelevant and shrinking this current Republican Party is," Moss said.

In a phone interview, however, Rola Makki, the Michigan Republican Party's outreach
chairwoman, defended Hartman.

Makki, who is Muslim, said she viewed the video as a group of Christians speaking out against
secularism, the separation of government from religion.

"I am not offended by it," Makki said.

During his interview with Forton and Mankiewicz, Hartman said for him, if it's considered



wrong in the Bible, it's considered wrong in society.
Mankiewicz replied that there was a "spiritual war" going on.

"This is good versus evil," Mankiewicz said. "They want to chop up our sons and our daughters.
They want to put pornography type stuff in the schools."

It wasn't clear what Mankiewicz was referring to.

cmauger@detroitnews.com
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Karamo stands by Holocaust
tweet issuing no apology despite
outrage over its comparison to
gun reform

The Michigan Chair of the GOP is issuing no apology following a contentious tweet that sparked outrage among many in Michigan. The
tweet, sent out by the official Michigan Republican Party Twitter account, alluded that gun control legislation could lead to a repeat of
the Holocaust. But, what made people more outraged was the second tweet defending the first one and then during a press
conference tripling down. "We are a different Republican party. We are not the Republican party who apologized and runs away from
our positions,” Michigan GOP Chair Kristina Karamo said. Karamo was elected last month as the new chair for the Michigan GOP. She
doubled down on a tweet she sent about gun control that referenced the Holocaust and it sparked outrage for some in the Jewish
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(WXYZ) — The Michigan Chair of the GOP is issuing no apology following a
contentious tweet that sparked outrage among many in Michigan.

The tweet, sent out by the official Michigan Republican Party Twitter account,
alluded that gun control legislation could lead to a repeat of the Holocaust.

But, what made people more outraged was the second tweet defending the first one
and then during a press conference tripling down.

"We are a different Republican party. We are not the Republican party who
apologized and runs away from our positions," Michigan GOP Chair Kristina
Karamo said.

Karamo was elected last month as the new chair for the Michigan GOP. She doubled
down on a tweet she sent about gun control that referenced the Holocaust and it
sparked outrage for some in the Jewish community.

"Take it down. Talk to other people. To Jews. To other people who have suffered, to
many other people, and really please don't offend our community," Rabbi Asher
Lopatin said.

"Let me ask you this, do you speak for every Jewish person? Absolutely not. Ok, so
you speak for yourself," Karamo responded.

Rabbi Asher Lopatin confronted Karamo about the tweet during the press
conference, but Karamo did not back down standing firm on the tweets.

"The fact that it wasn't even taken down when I believe you had a lot of complaints
shows a lack of sensitivity," the Rabbi said. "Almost a lack, I hate to say it, a lack of
decency because it's exploiting the Holocaust."

"It's politically motivated and disingenuous to accuse us of trivializing the mass
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Republican strategist Jamie Roe previously worked for the Michigan GOP and he

agrees with the chair's views on gun control. The tweet, not so much.

"People made mistakes like this before. If you admit a mistake people are willing to

forgive you and I hope she does admit she made a mistake here," he said.

"There are people who claim to be Republican that are also upset, so be it. They have
other agendas that have nothing to do with what I stated,” Karamo said. "Why are
people offended? They chose to be offended in my opinion”

Karamo will lead the state's republican party through 2024.

Copyright 2023 Scripps Media, Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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The Washington Post

Democracy Dies in Darkness

//////
Z % By Amy B Wang
v
Updated March 22, 2023 a1 5128 oo, EDT | Published March 22, 2028 5t 4002 pay, EDT

The Michigan Republican Party on Wednesday compared gun laws proposed in the state legisiature 1o restrictions imposed

in Nazi Germany, ina social media post that drew bipartisen condemnation,

s that the first thing o govermment does when D wanis total control over is people 1s 1o disarm them,”

r “Pregident Reagan once stated, i we

The post included a 1045

of a soldier inspecting a bin of thousands of wedding bands that Nazis had taken from Jews
Cwitly these words superimposed on the Image: "BEFORE THEY COLLECTED ALL THESE
WEDDING RINGS | THEY COLLECTED ALL THE GUNET

murdersd in the Holoeaus

Almost immediately, several Demooratic and Republican officials and advocacy groups oriticized the post, called for it io be

taken down and demanded that the state GOP apclogize. As of late Wednesday afternoon, the post remained public

“This is HORRIFIC — do not utilize the trawma of those murdered in the Folovaust to push a politieal issue,” the

Lin veply. “Please remove and apologize.”



“Comparing gun safely measures to the mass extermination of 6 million people is hatefud & fgnorant, and i comes from

party leaders who are out of ideas & catering to the fringe of the fringe)” Rep, Bllsas Slotidn (D-Mich, who s running for

L5 Benate, “Dielete it apologize, and figure out what kind of party vou wani to be”

The gun-satety messures introduced by Michigan Democrats conter on universal background checks, safe-storage lows and

extreme-rish protection orders, also known as “red-flag laws.” which prevent a person who is deemed a threat to themselves

or others from possessing 2 gun. The measuves ave likely 1o pass, given that Michigan voters flipped the leglslature i

Movember, giving Democrats complete control of siate government for the frat thne In 40 vears,

Severn] Republicans also shmmed the tweet comparing gunecontrol legislation to one of

approved of this, then never do thig again”

istory's greatest atrocities as

offensive and vile, GUP strategist I e called on the Michigan GOP 1o "fire the person/people who created and

But the stale party has doubled down on it instead, calling the oviticianm “bogus authorttavian frenyy over the legitimats

comparison.” Kristina Karamo, a far-right election deunder who was elected chair of the Michigan GOP last month,

that the party stood by s statement and that the Second Amendment “was put in place to protect us from aspiring tyrants.”

“Speaking about the horrors of the Holocaust is no more offensive than speaking, about the horrors of the Trans-Atlantic
Glave trade thal hnpaeted my ancestors,” Kavamo wrole 1 a text message to The Washinglon Post, when ashed whether the

party had privately offeved an apology to any Jewish leaders or groups that had asked for one,

A deflant Karamo lgnored the oriticism af a news conference Wednesday afternoon, telling reporters, ™1 stand by that

statement. Dwill not be infhimidated or bullied for speaking the truth.” She added that she was “troubled that so many now



want to make it taboo to look to history.”

Former Michigan Republican congreseman Dave Trott called the nost “embarrassing and deenicable ” saving it underccored

why he now identifies as an independent voter.

“This is a prime example as to why T left the party — or the party left me,” sald Trott, who endorsed Joe Biden in 2020

becmuse he felt President Donald Trump was “ondit 1o serve”

Trott told The Post that he had supported gun-safety legislation when in Congress but felt others in his party were pressured
to adhere striotiv to the Natlonal Rifle Association’s wishes, Trott has endorsed the gun measures moving through the stale

islature, cifing the mass shooting at southeast Michigan's Oxford High School in 2o21 and another at

2

sity in February,

To do nothing s st inanlting,” Trott sadd, "I anvone who s wotivaied by that post would vead the 1 bills, they would find
s very clear theyre not coming for vour guns, The bills ave verv well thought-out and are an effort to irv and reduce the

mnnber of mass shootings”

Jeff Thrmer, who formerly served as executive divector of the Michigan GOP but who now also identifies as an independent

voter, said he no longer feels the people leading the stafe GOP "speak the same language” as he does,

When be saw the Michigan GOy vweet Wednesday morning, Thymer andd, he was not surprised, though be might have

considered i shocking or abnormal Just a few vears ago.

Cihink s wrong to challo this up o dgnornee or stupidity, This ds deliberate, They're choosing 1o do this knowing full well
the reaction that thevre geiting.” he said. "Thev feaston e Emui ;, they feast on fear, they feast on anger, and they feast on

mean.”

Timmer also aaid that the Michigan GOP did not represent a fringe of the party but ratherwas o

“harbinger” of what w

comne for the Hepublican Party nafionwide,

“There’s the geniry class of Republicans who ave still in denial about the fact that Kristina Karamo and tweets like this

represent what the voters of the Republican Party want fo see,” he said,

Mariana Alfare, Colby Ithowitz and Patrick Marley contribured to this report.
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IN1859 A S TATE LEGISLATURE
DEFIED THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.
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On March 11, 1854,

a runaway slave, Joshua Glover, was arrested by
federal marshals in Racine Wisconsin, He was
taken to the Milwaukee County jail. A crowd
of about yooo perople who had learned of the
arrest gathered = and they broke him out of jail!
Glover made it out of Wisconsin and to Canada
where he lived free until his narural death.

The federal government decided to charge a
rin r of the people who broke Glover out-
a man named Sherman Booth. He was charged
under the federal Fugitive Slave Act.

In a historic act of interposition, the Wisconsin Legislature and the
Wisconsin Supreme Court defied the federal government and the U.S.
Supreme Court by interposing for Booth and declaring the federal Fugitive
Slave Act to be void and of no force!

"

RESOILFVED:
Thar this assumpcion of jurisdiction by the federal judiciary, in the
said case, and without process, ks an act of undelegared power, and
therefore withour anthoriry, void, and of no force.

« THE WISCONSIN LEGISI ATURE, MARCH 14, 18rp

State legislature and all state officials - including , Mayors,
] ] ﬂ mlii =3 ®
Ipinlcl;gdﬂﬁlﬂ'lhl ﬁmnm:'d:.l s



THE I'DEA that lawless federal courns, including the U.S. Su
Court, must be obeyed=- even when they write opinions thar upgzﬁm
injustice and murder - &r & fiction.

The Supremacy Clause = Amicle 6, Clause 2 of the U.S. Constitution -
motoberr declares that federal courts or the U. 5. Supreme Court has
supremacy for declaring what is constitutional. Rather, it states that the
U.S. Constitution itsell has supremacy and all povernment officials take
an oath to uphold the Constitution. They do #er take an oath of
subservience to the federal judiciary.

When the Supreme Court acts outside the limits of the Constitution, it
is incumbent on the lesser magistrates, within their spheres of authority,
o maintain allegiance vo the U. S, Constitution and not blithely obey
federal lawlessness. Nowhere are states compelled to a suicide pact with
F i Ii“'lﬁﬁ f{dflﬂ Eu'b‘l:mmtl:'ll.

WHEN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MAKES

UNJUSTOR IMMORAL LAWSOR COURTOPINIONS...
"..ﬁmuimmw:h&nm&[parﬁumﬂrﬂ&ﬂumhﬂmlm

the right, and are in dury bound, to interpose for arresting the progress of evil.”
-JAMES MADISON, ARCHITECT OF THE US. CONSTITUTION

ALL CIVIL AUTHORITIES HAVE THE DUTY TO:
-DEFY LAWLESS FEDERAI. JUDGES-|

-UPHOLD THE LAW-

-DEFEND THE PREBORN-
~END THIS FEDERAL INJUSTICE -

“"POWER

CONCEDES NOTHING WITHOUT A

DEMANL.

ITNEVER HAS ANDIT NEVER WILL.
Find out jus: whae any people will quietly submit to
and you have found the exact mexsure of injustice
L and wrong which will be im upon them.”
" =Frederick Douglass, ionist of dlavery




. Wisconsin's defiance of the federal government in the @
Joshua Glover incident was the practical application of

THE LESSER MAGISTRATE DOCTRINE:

The doctrine of the lesser magistrates declares that when the higher-
ranking civil authority makes unjust or immeoral laws, policies, or court
opinions = the lower or lnsl:r-rml:'nﬁ:ivil iu:]m:‘i:yﬂ:a God-given
right and dury to refuse obedience to the higher authority. If necessary,
the lesser authority may even actively resist the higher authority.

r - :
AQUOTE WHICH SUCCINCTLY SUMS UPTHE DOCTRINE
was made by Roman Emperor Trajan. Once, while appointing a
subordinate authority, Trajan handed him a sword and said,
“Ulse this swword agarmst mey ememsies, if 1 groe mghteons

cormrmands; but if I proe anrghtoss cornmands, e if aparmst me, "
k

Well-known Christian leader from the Reformation - John Knox -
wrote his Appellation to the Nobles of Scotland in 1558, Thisisa
treatise on the lesser magistrate doctrine wherein Knox cites over 70
passages of Scripture to establish the doctrine.

Ir The standard upon which Christian men built this doctrine is |
“DIVINE LAW TRUMPS HUMAN LAWS.”

This was understood by Western Man for nearly tyo0 years - God's
law is the objective standard to which all men and all governments of
men are accountable.

For example, William Blackstone (1723-1780) is the mosz cited
legal scholar in the writings of America’s founding fathers. His

mmentaries on the Laws of England are the bedrock of
American jurisprudence. Blackstone referred to God's law as
“those superior laws,” and stated that “upon these two
foundations, the law of nature and the law of revelation [God’s
written law |, depend all human laws; that is to say, we baman
latvs _rg::mfa" be suffered to comtradict these. ™

Hence, when the higher authority makes unjust or immoral
decrees — those which clearly contradict the law of God -

the lesser authority should not b]inﬂlg,r obey, rather, they

have the duty to interpose against their actions in order
@ to rein in their tyranny.

WWW.DEFYTYRANTS.COM

WWW.MISSIONARIESTOTHEPREBORN.COM
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Lauren Turner

Stephanie, what mechanism would there be fo...

1. Grand Jurors are selected at random
 from a list of citizens that volunteer at

~ the first of the year therefore a vendetta
would be difficult.

2. Grand Jury’s have no prosecuting
attorney nor a defense attorney to lead or

mislead the jury,

3. The sole goal of a grand jury is to
discover the truth. They only have two
choices, to indict or not indict.

Under these conditions it would be
difficult, if not impossible to organize and
engage in a “ witch hunt “. 6:50 PM
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L 560 members, 33 online

’inned Message #10

ViRR-Study can be accessed three ways: - Scan thi...

- Loretta

Silverfoxxx
John's number. , ;'\, ' No, please a..

Thank you. | did get an answer on a
different TG source.

For everyone's consideration each district
could vote as a whole, voting for each
others county candidates. This would
work if the counties communicate, have
the total numbers needed and agree to
vote for AF candidates.

What may happen, the counties will be
split up, only voting for the candidates

in their own counties. | believe this is
called a county caucus... correct me if I'm
wrong.

For counties that have AF people in
control county caucus works great, but if
you have 5 counties and 4 have AF people
in control; 1 county still under hard core
establishment...the 1 county wouldn't
have a chance of getting AF candidates
elected for district EC or state EC with
out the votes of the other 4 AF counties
in the district. So that district may want
the county caucus rule removed from
the rules before the rules are accepted in
state convention.

ouP
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560 members, 31 online

2inned Message #10
VIIRR-Study can be accessed three ways: - Scan thi...

. | ‘1
Johnsnumber. @ @ QG G G

No, please ask John Smith, | don't
completely understand your question..
John will except any call, welcomes

- anyone who has questions, if he can help
he will, if he can't he will say he cant..

- John is very knowledgeable, very involved
It will be all counties together, as a district

~ doing the elections. Each district, it's
counties in that district separate rooms
So yes other counties delegates can be

- on board with AF, or vice versa,

- Communication will be essential Friday

I'm hearing before the caucus as well as

during caucus before vote takes place.

All new to me.

If you would like, you, or anyone

with questions could talk with a guy

name John Smith, he has a better

understanding of Fri caucus.past, present,

what didn't happen, new proposal that

could happen etc.

He could help with more the questions

than | can

He has been very helpful in helping with

understanding.

Number is

r;_ "
P
l: I. a

A A6 RAPM |
J =T 1 1 /'-
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560 members, 31 online

Pinned Message #10
MiRR-Study can be accessed three ways: - Scan thi...

_ /' Loretta

Silverfoxxx
This is what | am trying to do . Bring everyone...

| just learned the candidates our AF
people are promoting will be out if our
district is broken up into individual

~ counties to be voted on. Our cou ty will
not vote for our people, but if our district
is able to vote together we have the votes
- from other counties ...voting together...to
get our people in. I'm talking about State
EC and District EC which will be voted on
Friday night.

= - ‘ 2:48 PM

".ﬂ'_
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February 27, 2023
To: Kristina Karamo, MiGOP Chairwoman
From: Kelly Sackett, KGOP Chairwoman

Given your whole-hearted adherence to the concept of election integrity, | hereby request as the
Chairwoman of the KGOP that you, as Chairwoman of MIGOP, conduct a review and
investigation of the events of Friday, February 17, 2023 in Lansing, Michigan pertaining to the
Caucus of the 4th Congressional District.

Prior to the convention, the Chairs of the six (6) county committees in the District met and
unanimously agreed to rules governing the procedures to be used at the District Caucus. These
rules (attached herewith) were published and promulgated to all district delegates before the
Convention.

On the night of the Caucus, a motion was made and was passed to set aside Rule #9, as
applied to Kalamazoo County only. The ultimate effect of this change was to enable ALL of the
delegates in the District to cast a vote for Kalamazoo nominees. Kalamazoo delegates were not
allowed to caucus and distinctly select their nominees.

Having also voted for their own county's nominees, delegates from the other five counties;
Berrien, Calhoun, Cass, Ottawa and Van Buren were essentially allowed two votes for the slate of
nominees. Kalamazoo delegates had only one vote.

| believe this process was a clear violation of the Equal Protection clause of the U.S.
Constitution and the civil rights of the Kalamazoo delegates and delegation.

In addition, some of the votes taken that were supposed to be by ballot were not, voice votes
may have been miscalled by the Chair, and calls for division may have been ignored.

To remedy this situation, the following relief is sought:

1. The Officers and Executive Committee members of the 4th District should be temporarily
removed from office and be restrained from conducting any business in the name of the
District until you have completed your work of investigation and have chosen a course of
action.

2. Should you concur that the Caucus was held improperly, our county caucus should
be reconvened to hold a legitimate election and replace those positions with whomever
is elected.

3. In the event it is discovered that any person(s) are found to have been engaged or
involved in any form of conspiracy to deprive delegates of their Constitutional rights, and
to the extent that involvement amounts to a violation of any U.S. or State of Michigan
code, those individuals will be referred to the appropriate legal or law enforcement entity.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. | look forward to hearing from you.

Kelly Sackett, Chair

Kalamazoo County Republican Party
1911 W Centre Ave A, Portage, MI 49024
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Kalamazoo Count

Republican Part

Working For A Better Future

KAZOONEWS

Three Kalamazoo Executive Committee
Members And One Ex-Officio Member
Censured For Actions At District Caucus,

By Kelly Sackett

© MAR1,2023

PRESS RELEASE:

The Kalamazoo County Executive Committee met on March 1st at 7:00 for a special meeting that was called by the
Chair. A special meeting was called due to events that took place at the district caucus in Lansing on February
17th, 2023 that involved precinct delegates from Kalamazoo County.

Before the meeting was called to order the police had to be called to remove an individual who was not on the
executive committee and refused to leave. Around 7:30 a Portage police officer arrived on scene and after a
dispute the individual was escorted out of the KGOP office.

At the Executive Committee meeting three individuals(Harris, Pero, Bennett), and one ex-officio (Pritchett-Evans)
were “censured” and had their “KGOP Membership” revoked. They were also refunded their membership dues.
“Further actions are forthcoming”, stated Chairwoman Kelly Sackett after the meeting.

KGOP Chairwoman Kelly Sackett said, “We need to ensure all delegates have a voice and they deserve to be
heard and that the credibility of the KGOP has been diminished and discredited, we won't let this
disenfranchisement of our delegates go un-answered, even if the MiGOP Chair does nothing.”

The reason stated for these necessary actions to protect the organization, were these individuals were actively
working against the interest of the KGOP organization, and its members and delegates.

When asked what Chair Sackett meant by further actions she replied, “We are done playing games with delegates
who think winning a seat by disenfranchising our voters is the end game (see previous press release), they just

don’t understand. We need to come together as a fierce protector of individuals rights, and win back the hearts and
minds of all like minded voters. We are Republicans, we represent the individual spirit in everyone, and we need to
change the hearts and minds of the disillusioned and disheartened Independents and educate them on
conservative principles. We need to embrace Liberty again.”

The individuals who had their membership revoked, censured, and payment refunded/or will be refunded through
the mail.


https://kgop.org/
https://kgop.org/
https://kgop.org/
https://kgop.org/
https://kgop.org/
https://kgop.org/
http://facebook.com/kzooGOP/
http://facebook.com/kzooGOP/
http://facebook.com/kzooGOP/
http://facebook.com/kzooGOP/
http://twitter.com/kalamazoogop
http://twitter.com/kalamazoogop
http://twitter.com/kalamazoogop
http://twitter.com/kalamazoogop
https://youtube.com/user/kalamazoogop
https://youtube.com/user/kalamazoogop
https://youtube.com/user/kalamazoogop
https://youtube.com/user/kalamazoogop
https://kgop.org/?cat=1
https://kgop.org/?cat=1
https://kgop.org/?author=3
https://kgop.org/?author=3
https://kgop.org/?author=3
https://kgop.org/?p=461
https://kgop.org/?p=461

Kim Harris

Veronica Pero

William Bennett
Sabrina Pritchett-Evans

The KGOP looks forward to moving forward with a clear and precise message to bring to the people of Kalamazoo

to defeat Democrats in 2024.

for more information or to contact us visit https://kgop.org
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STATEMENT OF KALAMAZOO COUNTY CHAIR, KELLY SACKETT

We are here tonight because our delegates voices were disenfranchised on Friday, February 17th
during our District Caucus. We need to ensure that all delegates have a voice and they deserve to
be heard! Some of you participated in events that stole their voices and their vote. The credibility
and the integrity of the Kalamazoo GOP has been diminished and discredited. A substantial
number of delegates and alternates have reached out to me since that night to express their shock
and dismay. More than two-thirds of the KGOP Executive Committee expressed their shock and
outrage. The whole nights events were perpetuated on a lie that was told about me and a vote that
was taken at the KGOP. William Bennett stood on the stage and announced to the whole room that
they wanted Rule 9 removed because they didn’t feel that a vote within our own caucus would be
fair since I broke the law and illegally filled 3 statutory seats on our Executive Committee on
February 13th. There were many people in the room who said that KGOP EC business was not
germaine to the motion and that matter had nothing to do with our D4 caucus. One of those
individuals is the Calhoun County Prosecutor and he said that this should not involve the caucus
as a court had not determined that there was a constitutional violation, nor was the court or any
other finding that there were any rules violations and our body was not in a position to set aside
something done in Kalamazoo County. He also stated that other counties do not have the right or
the ability to pick our nominations based on what was presented. He then said they were out of
line to bring such a motion because no court had made a finding of a rules violation or
constitutional violation. The caucus did no investigation to determine if there was a violation they
could deal with and they never claimed that I violated a rule or form of procedure. Bill claimed it
was a constitutional violation. You can’t just on a whim, make your own finding as an individual
or a group that there’s a constitutional violation requiring changes. Even if there is a violation of
a rule or procedure drafted by a political party, it is not a state action and not a constitutional issue
unless there is a law that makes it one. William Bennett violated my due process and slandered me
and other members of the Kalamazoo GOP Executive Committee, which is not acceptable.
Veronica Pero also stood up and basically echoed the same message that William Bennett did.
There were many people who were involved in the apparent “coup de etat.” They had this
preplanned and were even overheard later that night saying, “It was a long night, but our strategy
worked perfectly.” 1 know these individuals say that they did nothing wrong, but they
circumvented the rules and likely violated the equal protection clause which ensures the principle
of one person, one vote and stripped our delegates ability to choose their own county
representation. Their strategy as it played out, ensured that Ottawa would pick our Kalamazoo
County district and state representatives. Thus they stole our votes. The individuals who took part
in this activity are William Bennett, Kim Harris, Veronica Pero, Sabrina Pritchett-Evans, Christine
Augustine, and Sandra VanderLugt. We are censuring William, Kim and Veronica tonight and
also revoking their Kalamazoo GOP membership with the organization.
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WHAT HAPPENED?

On February 17" the KGOP Delegation of 39 delegates and 39 alternates traveled to the
Lansing Center to participate in the MIGOP State Convention. On that Friday night the 4™
congressional district met in conference room #7 to elect the District Chair, Vice Chair,
Secretary, and Treasurer, as well as each County’s State and District representatives.

The rules had previously been unanimously agreed upon and adopted by the six County chairs.
Each County would have time to caucus and elect their nominees, if they hadn’t done so at the
time of the Convention, this time would take place after the election of the District Officers. The
County’s also had agreed (Rule #6) to number of State and District County seats were allocated
per unanimous agreement.

Rule #9 of the 4™ Congressional District established this process for each County to caucus and
select their nominees as follows:

9. Nomination Process for State (6) and District (15) Committee openings.

Each County will caucus and its voting delegates shall elect the nominees for each State &
District position assigned to said county, as available (per schedule — section 5).

County chairs will announce their nominees to the District delegation at large. The District
delegation shall accept as final, each counties nominees.

If a County does not fill all of their allotted nominees for State and or District seats, those empty
seats (lacking a county nominated representative) shall be filled by the District Delegation.

This rule ensured that individual County’s got to choose and elect their own representatives to
the number of allotted seats for their County. This rule was later modified to take out the
following sentence, “The District delegation shall accept as final, each counties nominees.”
Within minutes of the meeting being called to order at 7pm, a delegate from Kalamazoo County
proposed a motion to set aside rule #9 and exclude Kalamazoo County from this process. The
motion was seconded by another delegate from Kalamazoo County. The rule change would
allow the entire district, which included 5 other County’s, to vote on the Kalamazoo County
seats.

The rule change silenced the voices and diluted the votes of the duly elected Kalamazoo County
Delegation. Instead of the 39 Kalamazoo County delegates choosing and electing their own
representatives to the 4th District, 135 delegates from other counties were able to vote on
Kalamazoo County seats.



All of the other counties in the district got to choose who their own representatives to the District
Executive Committee and State Committee would be...except Kalamazoo County.

WHAT ARE WE DOING?

The KGOP organization is committed to protecting its members and stakeholders from
nefarious actions and actors. Due to what happened at the District Caucus, the KGOP Chair
called a special closed executive committee meeting on March 15t, 2023.

At the meeting, the individuals that orchestrated and perpetrated the actions that took place at
the District Caucus were censured, their KGOP membership revoked, and their dues refunded.

We take seriously the many complaints which were brought forth after the Convention. As the
leader of the KGOP it is my duty to insure that the overall safety and health of the organization
and its members it protected, as such there will be appropriate measures taken to protect our
organization and its members.

WHERE ARE WE HEADING?

As an organization we are committed to protecting our members interest and creating a positive
environment moving forward. The KGOP will be laser focused on spreading the Republican
platform and message to the citizens of Kalamazoo County.

The KGOP has 21 working groups and committees made up of delegates and members who
are actively working to better the organization and help make a stronger and growing
Republican Party in Kalamazoo. We plan to move forward, growing the party and work
vigorously this Fall to assist candidates in the Fall Municipal Elections.

Additionally, the KGOP delegate training committee is ready to prepare our delegates for the
upcoming election and for the Presidential cycle in 2024. We will be hosting monthly delegate
meetings for training and bringing forth speakers who will make Kalamazoo County the model of
the State, with our new delegate data tools and walk apps. Designed by delegates for
delegates.

One final thing, we would like everyone to welcome Karen Williams, who has been appointed
as the Chair of the KGOP Precinct Delegate Committee.

Most Grateful to Serve,

Kelly Sackett
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GOP
Kalamazoo County Republican Party
Resolution to Censure William Bennett

Whereas, on February 17, 2023, KGOP Executive Committee member, William
Bennett, stood on stage before the MIGOP Convention — District 4 and falsely
stated the KGOP Executive Committee took an illegal vote on February 13, 2023,

Whereas, on February 17, 2023, KGOP Executive Committee member William
Bennett, based on his false statement put forth a hostile motion to set aside Rule 9
for Kalamazoo County delegates and allow all 4" District counties to vote on and

select Kalamazoo County delegate nominees,

Whereas, against the interest of Kalamazoo County voters, William Bennett voted
yes on setting aside Rule 9 and for all 4™ District counties to vote on and select

Kalamazoo County delegates,

Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 blocked Kalamazoo County delegates from
exercising their right to caucus, nominate, and select its nominees in the same

manner as all other counties,

Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 greatly reduced the voting power of Kalamazoo

County delegates,

Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 took away the right of Kalamazoo County delegates

to select its nominees in the manner as previously agreed with other counties,



m
Whereas, with the support of William Bennett, setting aside Rule 9 was passed by
District 4,

Whereas, we believe William Bennett’s false statement, support to set aside Rule
9 for Kalamazoo County delegates, and vote are a betrayal of his KGOP Executive
Committee oath and the core values of the KGOP. We believe his false statement,
support to set aside Rule 9 for Kalamazoo County delegates, and vote were against

the interest of voters in Kalamazoo County.

Now may it be resolved, that the Kalamazoo County Republican Party, hereby
censures William Bennett and condemns his false statement, his support to
diminish the voting power of Kalamazoo County delegates, and his vote against

the interest of voters in Kalamazoo County.

March 1, 2023



~GOP
Kalamazoo County Republican Party
Resolution to Censure Kim Harris

Whereas, on February 17, 2023, KGOP Executive Committee member, Kim
Harris, at the MIGOP Convention — District 4 falsely stated the KGOP Executive
Committee took an illegal vote on February 13, 2023,

Whereas, on February 17, 2023, KGOP Executive Committee member Kim
Harris, against the interest of Kalamazoo County voters, voiced her support of a
hostile motion to set aside Rule 9 for Kalamazoo County delegates and to allow all

4™ District counties to vote on and select Kalamazoo County delegate nominees,

Whereas, against the interest of Kalamazoo County voters, Kim Harris voted yes
on setting aside Rule 9 and for all 4™ District counties to vote on and select

Kalamazoo County delegates,

Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 blocked Kalamazoo County delegates from
exercising their right to caucus, nominate, and select its nominees in the same

manner as all other counties,

Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 greatly reduced the voting power of Kalamazoo

County delegates,

Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 took away the right of Kalamazoo County delegates

to select its nominees in the manner as previously agreed with other counties,



m
Whereas, with the support of Kim Harris, setting aside Rule 9 was passed by
District 4,

Whereas, we believe Kim Harris’ false statement, support to set aside Rule 9 for
Kalamazoo County, and vote are a betrayal of her KGOP Executive Committee
oath and the core values of the KGOP. We believe her false statement, support to
set aside Rule 9 for Kalamazoo County delegates, and her vote were against the

interest of voters in Kalamazoo County.

Now may it be resolved, that the Kalamazoo County Republican Party, hereby
censures Kim Harris and condemns her false statement, her support to diminish the
voting power of Kalamazoo County delegates, and her vote against the interest of

voters in Kalamazoo County.

March 1, 2023



~GOP
Kalamazoo County Republican Party
Resolution to Censure Veronica Pero

Whereas, on February 17, 2023, KGOP Executive Committee member, Veronica
Pero, stood before the MIGOP Convention — District 4 and falsely stated the

KGOP Executive Committee took an illegal vote on February 13, 2023,

Whereas, on February 17, 2023, KGOP Executive Committee member, Veronica
Pero, based on her false statement put forth a hostile amendment for a hostile
motion to set aside Rule 9 for Kalamazoo County delegates and allow all 4

District counties to vote on and select Kalamazoo County delegate nominees,

Whereas, against the interest of Kalamazoo County voters, Veronica Pero voted
yes on setting aside Rule 9 and for all 4™ District counties to vote on and select

Kalamazoo County delegates,

Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 blocked Kalamazoo County delegates from
exercising their right to caucus, nominate, and select its nominees in the same

manner as all other counties,

Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 greatly reduced the voting power of Kalamazoo

County delegates,

Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 took away the right of Kalamazoo County delegates

to select its nominees in the manner as previously agreed with all other counties,



m
Whereas, with the support of Veronica Pero, setting aside Rule 9 was passed by
District 4,

Whereas, we believe Veronica Pero’s false statement, hostile amendment, and
vote are a betrayal of her KGOP Executive Committee oath and the core values of
the KGOP. We believe her false statement and vote were against the interest of

voters in Kalamazoo County.

Now may it be resolved, that the Kalamazoo County Republican Party, hereby
censures Veronica Pero and condemns her false statement, hostile amendment, her
support to diminish the voting power of Kalamazoo County delegates and vote

against the interest of voters in Kalamazoo County.

March 1, 2023



~GOP
Kalamazoo County Republican Party
Resolution to Censure Sabrina Pritchett-Evans

Whereas, on February 17, 2023, KGOP member, Sabrina Pritchett-Evans, stood
before the MIGOP Convention — District 4 and falsely stated the KGOP Executive

Committee took an illegal vote on February 13, 2023,

Whereas, on February 17, 2023, KGOP member, Sabrina Pritchett-Evans, based
on her false statement put forth a hostile amendment for a hostile motion to set
aside Rule 9 for Kalamazoo County delegates and allow all 4™ District counties to

vote on and select Kalamazoo County delegate nominees,

Whereas, against the interest of Kalamazoo County voters, Sabrina Pritchett-
Evans voted yes on setting aside Rule 9 and for all 4™ District counties to vote on

and select Kalamazoo County delegates,

Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 blocked Kalamazoo County delegates from
exercising their right to caucus, nominate, and select its nominees in the same

manner as all other counties,

Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 greatly reduced the voting power of Kalamazoo

County delegates,

Whereas, setting aside Rule 9 took away the right of Kalamazoo County delegates

to select its nominees in the manner as previously agreed with all other counties,



m
Whereas, with the support of Sabrina Pritchett-Evans, setting aside Rule 9 was
passed by District 4,

Whereas, we believe Sabrina Pritchett-Evans’s false statement, hostile
amendment, and vote are a betrayal of her fellow delegates and the core values of
the KGOP. We believe her false statement and vote were against the interest of

voters in Kalamazoo County.

Now may it be resolved, that the Kalamazoo County Republican Party, hereby
censures Sabrina Pritchett-Evans and condemns her false statement, hostile
amendment, her support to diminish the voting power of Kalamazoo County

delegates and vote against the interest of voters in Kalamazoo County.

March 1, 2023
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